
From: Pickard, Andy (FHWA)
To: Pamplin, David (FHWA)
Subject: FW: Waiver Request for TPF- Solicitation 1440
Date: Thursday, November 10, 2016 1:36:35 PM
Attachments: FHWA Amend 1 Approval_10_14_16.pdf

MDOT Amend 1 Final 10_03_2016.pdf
Importance: High

David,
 
I approve of MDOT’s waiver request for the proposed project.  If you have any questions,
let me know.  Thank you,
 
Andy
 
 
Andy Pickard  PE, AICP
Senior Transportation Planner
FHWA, Michigan Division
315 W. Allegan Street, Room 201, Lansing, MI 48933
ph:  (517) 702-1827
fax:  (517) 377-1804
andy.pickard@dot.gov
 
 
From: Clover, Andre (MDOT) [mailto:Clovera@michigan.gov] 
Sent: Thursday, November 03, 2016 11:38 AM
To: Pickard, Andy (FHWA)
Cc: Rottiers, William (MDOT); Palmeter, Brenda (MDOT); Purkiss, Eric (FHWA)
Subject: Waiver Request for TPF- Solicitation 1440
Importance: High
 
Andy,
 
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) respectfully request a waiver of the
non-Federal funding match for the pooled fund Solicitation 1440
[http://www.pooledfund.org/Details/Solicitation/1440] proposed project; titled, “Evaluating
New Technologies for Roads Program Initiatives in Safety and Efficiency-
ENTERPRISE- [PHASE II]”. This solicitation was approved by FHWA on October 14,
2016 [see the attached MDOT amendment and FHWA approval letters].  MDOT will serve as
the lead agency for the proposed project.  The estimated number of participating partners
include seven (7) state DOT’s, Ontario, and FHWA.  The project total budget amount is
$1,825,000.
 
From previous discussions with Mr. Eric Purkiss from your office and Mr. Christopher Walker
[FHWA]; MDOT anticipate $960,000 in federal funds [included in the above $1,825,000
budgeted amount] to support development of V2I Pre-Deployment Planning Guides.  These
funds will be obligated once the new Pooled Fund Project is approved by FHWA and a federal
project number is assigned.
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
 
Andre’ D. Clover, P.E.
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OFFICIAL 


Michigan Division 315 W. Allegan Street, Room 201 
Lansing, MI 48933 


October 14, 2016 517-377-1844 (office) 
517-377-1804 (fax) 


Michigan.FHWA@dot.gov 


In Reply Refer To: 
HDA-MI 


Mr. Steven C. Bower, PE 
Engineer of Research 
Michigan Department of Transportation 


Amendment #1 to the FY 2017 State Planning and Research (SPR) Part II Program 


Dear Mr. Bower: 


We concur with the amendments to the FY 2017 SPR Part II Program, as described in your letter 
dated October 3, 2017. The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) looks forward to working 
with you on accomplishing the objectives in your proposal. 


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at (517) 702-1827 or 
andy.pickard@dot.gov. 


Sincerely, 


Andy Pickard, PE, AICP 
Senior Transportation Planner 


For:  Theodore G. Burch, P.E. 
Acting Division Administrator 



mailto:andy.pickard@dot.gov





LJH 
By e-mail 
cc: Andre Clover, MDOT 


Lisa Branch, MDOT 
Andy Pickard, FHWA 
Jeff Forster, FHWA 
Mark Lewis, FHWA 
Mike Ivey, FHWA 
Ted Burch, FHWA 
Tim Marshall, FHWA 


File Directory:  O:\FHWA Records\TRAP Transportation Planning\TRAP 20 Statewide 
Planning and Research (SPR) Work Program Narrative Report Files\SPR-II Research 
File Name:  FY17 SPR pt2 work prg Amend_AP_OCT142016.docx 
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October 3, 2016 
 
 
 
Mr. Andy Pickard                                   
Senior Transportation Planner/Research Engineer 
Federal Highway Administration 
315 West Allegan Street, Room 211 
Lansing, Michigan  48933 
 
Dear Mr. Pickard:  
 
The Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) is requesting your approval of Amendment #1 to the 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2017 State Planning and Research (SPR), Part II Program’s annual work plan.  This 
amendment proposes to add one new University Transportation Center (UTC) project and one new 
Transportation Pooled Funded (TPF) study to the FY 2017 program. It also includes a request for Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) approval to solicit for a new Michigan led pooled fund titled “Evaluating 
New Technologies for Roads Program Initiatives in Safety and Efficiency”. The new pooled fund will 
replace the existing TPF-5(231) ENTERPRISE study which MDOT has led for many years.  
 
The following provides general project information while the enclosures provide additional detail for each 
project: 
 
1) Project Title- Identifying Potential Work Zone Countermeasures Using Connected-Vehicle 


& Driving Data  
UTC: Advancing Transportation Leadership and Safety (ATLAS)  
Federal Project Number: [TBD] 
FY 2017 Proposed Budget   $       167,500.00                       
FY 2018 Proposed Budget   $         82,500.00 
Project Total Proposed Budget $ 250,000.00 


 
Scope and Objectives:  
Work zones present an ongoing safety challenge to the road safety community.  Work zone traffic 
management practices, as well as the novelty and complexity of a particular work site situation, can 
challenge even the most attentive drivers.  In the United States, approximately two percent of fatalities in 
2010 occurred in work zones [FHWA 2015].  The introduction of connected-vehicle communications smart 
technologies can provide opportunities to develop countermeasures for work zones.  Vehicle and roadway 
infrastructure communications can be used to monitor work zone driving behavior and potentially provide 
adaptive, or even targeted, interventions to help drivers manage work zone driving more appropriately.  This 
project will assess the potential of V2I or I2V messages to influence work zone driving behavior and analyze 
driving behavior in different work zones as observed in Safety Pilot to simulate the benefit of work zone 
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messaging.  The researcher will also document the research results identifying and characterizing driver 
behavior in work zones as a function of work zone treatments.  Particular emphasis will be placed on how 
messages leading up to the work zones influence behavior compared to how work zone treatments 
themselves influence behavior.  The project will be funded with 100% federal funds.                                                  
 
2) Project Title – Regional and National Implementation and Coordination of Mechanistic-Empirical 


(ME) Design (Pooled Fund Study - Michigan Participating Member)  
Federal Project Number: TPF-5(305) 
Lead Agency: FHWA 
FY 2017 Proposed Budget $ 10,000.00                       
FY 2018 Proposed Budget $ 10,000.00 
Project Total Proposed Budget $ 20,000.00 


 
Scope and Objectives:  
The American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) has adopted ME as 
its recommended pavement design methodology and licenses the accompanying software, Pavement ME 
Design.  Many state agencies across the county are reviewing and/or adopting this new methodology.   
Michigan is one of the states that is in the middle of implementation.  With these agencies at various points 
of implementation, this pooled fund will serve as an opportunity for users to come together in peer exchange 
format to share knowledge, experiences, and lessons learned.  The intent is to annually provide one national 
peer exchange and one peer exchange within each of the four AASHTO Regions.   The project will serve 
as a clearinghouse for research ideas and innovations for ME that should be pursued.  The project will be 
funded with 100% federal funds.                                                                              
 
The 2017 fiscal year’s SPR-II FHWA approved total program budget amount is $8,301,717.50  
($7,325,470.57 federal and $976,246.93 state).  This amendment request will increase the current total 
budgeted federal funds by $177,500.00.  The revised 2017 total program budget will be $8,479,217.50, with 
a federal share amount of $7,502,970.57 and state share amount of $976,246.93.   
 
Should you have any question, please feel free to contact either myself, or Mr. Andre’ D. Clover, Research 
Program Manager, at 517-636-6053. 


 
Sincerely, 


  
  
 Steven C. Bower, P.E. 


Engineer of Research  
 
Enclosure(s) 
BOHOP:BOFS:RA:SB 
 
cc: A. Clover 
 M. Townley 
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Research Program Manager
Research Administration
Bureau of Field Services
Michigan Department of Transportation
Phone: 517-636-6053
Email Address: clovera@michigan.gov
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