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Project Description

The main objective of the project is to establish a research program focused on enhancing the level of
service provided by the roadway transportation system by optimizing pavement surface texture
characteristics.

Research Activities Pursued This Period (Including Tasks):

Completed the seasonal monitoring of the Smart Road pavement surfaces.

Completed the field evaluation of the selected high-friction pavement surfaces (HFS).

Completed the analysis of the smoothness data from the 2" Annual Equipment Rodeo.

Initiated the Griptester loan program, which was sent to Oregon and Minnesota. VTTI personnel

delivered the equipment and provided training to the designated staff.

e Presented two technical papers at the 6th Symposium on Pavement Surface Characteristics (SURF
2008) in Portoroz, Slovenia.

e Participated in the RPUG Meeting in Austin, Texas, and delivered a technical presentation on the
initial implementation of the International Friction Index.

e Finalized a Draft Report for the 2" Annual Equipment Rodeo.

Problems Encountered:
e While performing training with the Griptester at MNRoad, the Bluetooth technology was
malfunctioning due to wireless interference signals coming from the interstate. The problem was
solved using a direct connect cable obtained from the manufacturer.

Activities Planned for Next Period:
¢ Finalize a Report for the field evaluation of the high-friction pavement surfaces.

¢ Initiate the work to mount the macrotexture stereo vision system on a vehicle.
e Present two technical papers at the 88" Annual Meeting of the Transportation Research Board.
e Loan the Griptester to two additional Departments of Transportation.
¢ Order a second Griptester for the Loan Program.
¢ Plan the 2009 Annual Equipment Rodeo
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