TRANSPORTATION POOLED FUND PROGRAM
QUARTERLY PROGRESS REPORT


	Lead Agency (FHWA or State DOT):	
	Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT)



INSTRUCTIONS:
Lead Agency contacts should complete a quarterly progress report for each calendar quarter during which the projects are active.  Please provide a project schedule status of the research activities tied to each task that is defined in the proposal; a percentage completion of each task; a concise discussion (2 or 3 sentences) of the current status, including accomplishments and problems encountered, if any.  List all tasks, even if no work was done during this period.

	Transportation Pooled Fund Program Project #
(i.e, SPR-2(XXX), SPR-3(XXX) or TPF-5(XXX)
TPF-5(553)
	Transportation Pooled Fund Program - Report Period:
☒Quarter 1 (January 1 – March 31)
☐Quarter 2 (April 1 – June 30)
☐Quarter 3 (July 1 – September 30)
☐Quarter 4 (October 1 – December 31)

	TPF Study Number and Title:
Designing Roadside Safety Hardware for Emerging Vehicle Types


	Lead Agency Contact:
Katelyn Kasberg
	Lead Agency Phone Number:
512-568-4056
	Lead Agency E-Mail
katelyn.kasberg@txdot.gov


	Lead Agency Project ID:
Click or tap here to enter text.
	Other Project ID (i.e., contract #):
9-1533
	Project Start Date:
8/15/2025


	Original Project Start Date:
8/15/2025
	Original Project End Date:
5/31/2028
	If Extension has been requested, 
updated project End Date: 
Click or tap to enter a date.




Project schedule status:
	☒ On schedule
	☐ On revised schedule
	☐ Ahead of schedule
	☐ Behind schedule




Overall Project Statistics:
	Total Project Budget
	Total Funds Expended
This Quarter
	Percentage of Work
Completed to Date

	$1,537,500.00
	$15,044.39	5%




Project Description:
	The objective of this Pooled Fund is to assist transportation agencies in designing safe, reliable, and cost-efficient transportation network for the ever-growing emerging and heavy vehicle fleet. One primary focus of this research program will be to improve roadside safety hardware to address identified performance limitations. Standard W-beam guardrail is the most common longitudinal barrier system used across the country, and crash testing has already demonstrated its inability to contain emerging vehicles. Other current roadside safety standards will be tested under NCHRP Project 22-61. This program will support the next important research step of improving the design of hardware found to be noncompliant with MASH criteria when tested with emerging vehicles.
The scope of this Pooled Fund will also include other needed emerging vehicle research areas, such as the effects of emerging vehicles on roadway geometric design and loading on transportation structures such as parking garages. Given the increasing percentage of emerging vehicles across the country, all states will benefit from participation in this Pooled Fund program.


Progress this Quarter (includes meetings, work plan status, contract status, significant progress, etc.):
	The research team finalized the research plans for the three prioritized research efforts. These research plans were submitted to the technical representatives for review and approval.
· MGS Retrofit Project: The research team finalized the research plan and submitted it to the technical representatives for review.  
· BEV Small Car FEA Model Development: The research team met with a FEA consulting company to discuss acquiring their FEA model of a BEV small car. The discussion focused on the background of the Pooled Fund and how the research findings are disseminated. The research team finalized the research plan and submitted it to the technical representatives for review.  
· BEV Design Impact Loads: The research team performed a small-scale preliminary review of the instrumented wall’s current condition. In the research plan, the research team included a check-in meeting with the technical representative after the team further investigates the condition of the instrumented wall. This will allow the research team to adjust the subsequent tasks as needed. The research team finalized the research plan and submitted it to the technical representatives for review.  


Anticipated Work Next Quarter:
	The research team will revise the research plans based on any feedback from the technical representatives. The research team will start the research efforts once approval is received from the technical representatives. 


Significant Results:
	[bookmark: _Hlk221800283]





Circumstance affecting project or budget.  (Please describe any challenges encountered or anticipated that might affect the completion of the project within the time, scope and fiscal constraints set forth in the agreement, along with recommended solutions to those problems).
	
















Potential Implementation:
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