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Project Description

The objective of this pooled fund study is to create a mechanism to allow for rapidly completing
forensic evaluations of LTPP sections before going out of service. Test sections that are no longer
active, but which have remained unchanged (i.e., no maintenance or rehabilitation has been applied),
may also be considered for forensic evaluation. Possible reasons for carrying out the forensic
evaluations include: ¢ Determining reasons for poor pavement performance/premature failures e
Understanding exceptional pavement performance and/or longevity ¢ Validating pavement
performance prediction (predicted vs actual) ¢ Collecting data to support development and/or
calibration of pavement performance prediction models ¢ Closing-out or conducting final
investigations of experimental test sections. Ultimately, the primary reason for carrying out the
evaluations will be to determine if the data contained in the LTPP database adequately explains the
performance of the test sections and why they performed as they did. If the existing information is
insufficient, then identifying and collecting additional information to inform the performance will be
strongly considered.

Progress this quarter (includes meetings, work plan status, contract status, significant progress, etc.)

The project agreement was fully executed on Aug 17, 2023. Immediately after, the project team
commenced work on project management activities, including: e Preparation and execution of project
safety and management plans. ¢ Conduct of project management activities, including contract
administration, addition of NCE as subcontractor to the study and start of cost proposal preparation
for first work order. e Coordination of and preparation for project kick-off, which was held on Sept 27,
2023, as well as participation in the meeting and follow-up activities. In addition, the project team
began working on various test section selection activities, including a request for help from the LTPP
program and its data collection services contractor with the identification of potential test sections for
forensic evaluation.

Anticipated work next quarter

During the upcoming quarter the project team will work on the following project management
activities: ¢ Complete preparation of cost proposal for initial work order. ¢ Prepare and submit
monthly invoices ¢ Prepare and submit quarterly progress report for the Aug 17 to Sep 30, 2023
period. ¢ Complete addition of NCE in support of the project. ¢ As needed, conduct other required
project management activities. In addition, the project team will:  Identify at least four LTPP test
sections for possible forensic evaluation and formally submit these test sections (including proposed
objective(s) and basis for recommendation) to WSDOT for review and approval. ¢ Commence forensic
evaluation desktop study on at least two of the test sections approved by WSDOT. e Continue
coordination activities with the LTPP program and its data collection services contractor.

Significant results

Project is just starting so there are no significant results to present for the reporting period. It is
expected, however, this will change in the coming period based on the findings, conclusions and
recommendations generated from the anticipated forensic evaluation desktop studies.
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Circumstance affecting project or budget. (Please describe any challenges encountered or
anticipated that might affect the completion of the project within the time, scope and fiscal
constraints set forth in the agreement, along with recommended solutions to those problems)

Project is just starting, so there are no technical challenges to report at present (and none are
anticipated), which may affect completion of the project. On the budget side however, while there is
enough funding available to give this project a robust start future progress of work will depend on
already committed funds being obligated timeously by partner states to enable the work to continue
without a break.

Potential Implementation

The primary outcome of the test section forensic evaluations will be memoranda documenting the
major findings, conclusions, and recommendations, both for each investigation and for the overall
project. As with the Stage 1 effort (TPF5-332), it is anticipated numerous important findings will be
made as a direct result of the forensic evaluations, which will directly affect and therefore improve the
LTPP database and will advance knowledge in the pavement community.
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